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The umbrella group of the Colombian guerrillas, the Coordinadora Nacional Guerrillera Simon
Bolivar (CNG), has launched a major offensive in an apparent effort to force the government of
president-elect Ernesto Samper to open peace negotiations. Despite assurances by the military
that the attacks are "acts of desperation" by a dying guerrilla organization, the constant guerrilla
violence during the past two weeks has alarmed the population and brought criticism about the
army's inability to control the rebels.
The offensive dubbed "Farewell to Gaviria" in allusion to President Cesar Gaviria's imminent
departure from office began on July 15 and is the strongest by the rebel forces since January of this
year. In one of the deadliest actions of the offensive, 36 people were killed in an attack on an army
base in Orito, in the department of Putumayo, in Colombia's southern jungle zones. Another 30
combatants (10 soldiers and 20 rebels) were killed in a separate guerrilla attack on July 23 against a
camp of army engineers in the northern Colombia town of Dabeiba, in the province of Antioquia.
The wave of violence has also hit Bogota, as well as numerous rural communities.
The rebels attacked several police stations in poor neighborhoods in the southern section of the
capital between July 18 and July 22, leaving Bogota residents feeling particularly vulnerable. The
Army's top commander, Gen. Hernan Jose Guzman, said on July 26 that the armed forces have
killed 115 guerrillas and captured 72 since the offensive began. The latest round of fighting has also
resulted in the death of 40 soldiers and officers, including Gen. Carlos Julio Gil Colorado. Gen. Gil
Colorado, commander of the 4th Division in Villavicencio, was killed when his car was dynamited
in an ambush on July 19 on the highway near his base in eastern Colombia. The ambush was
apparently carried out by a commando group of the Fuerzas Armadas Revolucionarias de Colombia
(FARC).
In addition to the FARC, the CNG includes the Ejercito de Liberacion Nacional (ELN), and a faction
of the demobilized Ejercito de Liberacion Popular (ELP). According to Gen. Guzman, the guerrilla's
latest strategy is to stage an offensive that will give the impression that the army is not strong
enough to destroy them, thus pressuring president-elect Samper, who assumes office on Aug. 7,
to open peace negotiations with the CNG. The offensive has also renewed debate on what should
be an appropriate political response by the government. In his first two years in office, President
Gaviria attempted to negotiate with the CNG, but the talks were suspended in 1992.
Samper indicated during his campaign that he would not negotiate with the guerrillas unless
they abandoned their violent struggle and demonstrated their willingness to negotiate seriously.
Although many of Colombia's armed insurgents have turned in their weapons and joined the
political process in the past few years, there is still a significant rebel presence in the country. A
report by the secret police published in mid-July indicated that the guerrillas were influential in at
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least 249 municipalities around the country approximately one-fourth of the total and have at least
some presence in 25 of the 33 departments. According to some analysts, this influence amounts to a
form of "co-government" in some areas.
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